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entertainment companion

BY JOEL DOSSI
Feature Contributor

S
ome gay men only dream about living the high-profile life of
a pop singer or a male porn star. They fantasize about croon-
ing to half-naked men dancing in New York discos, or being

stopped on the streets by adoring club boys who confess to Òget-
ting offÓ to their videos.

Most people would say porn star and rock singer Colton Ford,
whose real name is Glenn Soukesian, lives that dream Ð that is,
most people except Ford himself, who knows firsthand the sor-
did details of both industries, and filmmaker Christopher Long,
who documented FordÕs journey from porn to pop in the film
ÒNaked Fame.Ó

ÒI was working on a pilot for a studio three years ago, and I
went to the Outfest film festival in L.A.,Ó says director Long out-
side of a showing in Chicago. ÒI met Colton there, but I didnÕt
know he was in the porn industry. We talked about music. I
found out during the course of our conversation that he was in
adult films.Ó

When the porn star mentioned to the filmmaker that he was
moving to L.A. with his lover (fellow adult performer Blake
Harper, aka Peter Tiefenbach) to work at Chi Chi LaRueÕs ÒLive
& Raw Hotel,Ó Long was confused. ÒI had no idea what a 24/7
Web cam house was,Ó Long says, smiling. ÒColton told me what
it was, and a friend ordered me to get a camera and to follow
them!Ó

LongÕs eight-month pursuit resulted in a personal, inside look
at the porn and music industries, while documenting FordÕs quest
for pop stardom against the stigma of the porn profession.

ÒI started out thinking we would follow them living at the Web
cam house and maybe his song might take off,Ó says Long. ÒBut
through the process, Colton decided he wanted to leave porn
and the story just sort of branched off from there.Ó

Long, a political science major who worked for Al GoreÕs ill-
fated presidential race in 2000, had no reluctance about delving
into an exposŽ of the porn and music industries for his first film.

ÒI wasnÕt planning on doing a project on adult films. I was just
planning on doing a documentary,Ó says Long, who believes his
poly-sci background actually helped him make the movie.

ÒI approached filming like I approach political science. I
looked at the project and tried to figure out which components
and characters would be interesting to follow. So we ended up
shooting about 180 hours, went back with an editor and tried to

tell a story that stayed true to the events as they occurred.Ó
ÒStaying trueÓ is always a question while watching film pro-

files. Can a subject Ð who is a performer as well Ð be profiled

without manipulating his image and altering the truth?
ÒIn the beginning, as with any of the reality series on TV, peo-

ple ÔactÕ as their character,Ó Long says. ÒBut as time goes on with
the camera in their face, the more realistic it becomes and peo-
ple start letting their guards down. You actually really, truly get to
see people as they are. It gets pretty real, with all the pretenses
gone.Ó

Long just wanted to document FordÕs journey, but acknowl-
edges the perception that porn is a seedy profession.

ÒWhile I canÕt say that it is or isnÕt, the music industry also has
those same common elements in it,Ó he points out. ÒThe main
thing about this film is to dismiss all preconceptions. A lot of
people have an image of those industries versus the reality of
what they are. You hear about people like Britney Spears saying
ÔIÕve got to get away. This is not who I really am.Õ ItÕs because
theyÕve built up an image with a lot of marketing and money.

ÒBut when you look at Colton and Blake, who are Peter and
Glenn, they are two sets of different and distinct people. Colton
and Blake have personas for their adult films that coincide with
the fantasy we have for them. Real-life Peter and Glenn are real-
ly two down-to-earth, normal people. They werenÕt abused. They
didnÕt roam the streets. They made an active choice to be in the
adult porn industry, and they made an active choice to get out of
it.Ó

ÒNaked FameÓ opens March 11 at the Gateway 4, 1820 E.
Sunrise Blvd., Fort Lauderdale. A party wi l l follow at GeorgieÕs
Alibi  in Wi lton Manors. Colton Ford wi l l discuss the fi lm after
the 7:30 p.m. screening March 11-12. Advance tickets avai l-
able at the box office.

Ford wi l l  also per form at Pridefest 2005 in Hol iday
Park/War Memorial Audi torium, Northeast Eighth Street and
Federal Highway, Fort Lauder-dale, at 4 p.m., March 12.

Naked ambition
Filmmaker follows
porn starÕs struggle

for pop success

A PPORN/POP PPROFILE: Director Christopher Long docu-
mented Colton FordÕs efforts to cross over from adult films
to singing success in ÒNaked Fame.Ó

LIKE AANY OOTHER
COUPLE: ÒNaked
FameÓ shows the
real Glenn and
Peter behind for-
mer porn idols
Colton Ford and
Blake Harper.


